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provide an example of the transitional forms which are to be found in all spheres of mature and society. Finance capital is such a great, it may be said, such a decisive force iu all economic and in all international relations, that it is capable of subjecting, and actually does subject to itself even states enjoying Ihe fullest political independence; \ve shall shortly see examples of this. Of course, finance capital finds mo&t "convenient," and is able to extract the greatest profit from such a subjection as involves the loss of the political independence of the subjected countries and peoples. In thds connection, the semdcolondal countries provide a typical example of the "middle stage." It is natural that the struggle for these semidependent countries should have become particularly bitter in the epoch of finance capital, when the rest of the world has already been divided up.
Colonial policy and imperialism existed before this latest stage of capitalism, and even before capitalism. Rome, founded on slavery, pursued a colonial policy and practised imperialism. But "general" disquisitions on imperialism, whidh ignore, or put into the background, the fundamental difference between social-economic systems, inevitably degenerate into the most vapid banality or bragging, like the comparison: "Greater Rome and Greater Britain."* Even the capitalist colonial policy of previous stages of capitalism is essentially different from the colonial policy of finance capital.
The principal feature of the latest stage of capitalism is the domination of monopolist combines of the big capitalists. These monopolies are most firmly established when all the sources of raw materials are captured by one group, and we have seen with what zeal the international capitalist combines exert every effort to make it impossible for their rivals to compete with them by buying up, for
* C. P. Lucas, Greater Rome and Greater Britain, Oxford 1912, or the E^rl of Cromer's Ancient and Modern^Imperialism, London 1910